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The “Pile Dwellers” exhibition is being extended  
Since 3rd April 2014 the Bernisches Historisches Museum has staged an exhibition entitled 
“The Pile Dwellers – On the water and over the Alps” dedicated to the lakeside settlements 
that have been declared UNESCO World Heritage sites. Spread over an area of 1200 m2 
the pile dwellers are being brought back to life. One of the highlights is the unique find from 
the glacier on the Schnidejoch Pass (Bernese Oberland) – the Swiss equivalent to Ötzi – 
which is on public display for the first time. It shows that Late Stone Age people not only 
lived on the lakes but also traversed the Alps.  
The exhibition, which will only be on display in Bern, will now be extended and can be 
visited until 11th January 2015. The closing date is being put back because the exhibition 
has been very well received by the public: 99% of the respondents in a representative 
visitor survey said that they enjoyed or very much enjoyed the exhibition. “We were able to 
include 460 high-class artefacts in our exhibition which illustrate all aspects of the pile-
dwelling period. By extending the exhibition we would like to give more people an 
opportunity to delve into the world of the pile dwellers and to learn about the latest insight 
gained into the spectacular find from the glacier” says Sabine Bolliger Schreyer, curator of 
the exhibition. 
The exhibition was mounted in collaboration with the Archaeological Service of Canton 
Bern, who has also published a book to accompany it (available in German and French). 
 
For more information on the exhibition: www.bhm.ch/en  

Contact Bernisches Historisches Museum  
Michèle Thüring, head of marketing & communication, tel +41 31 350 77 83, 
michele.thuering@bhm.ch 

Images 
are available to download from the website www.bhm.ch under the heading “media”:  
http://www.bhm.ch/en/pictures-for-the-media  


